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For the past 43 years, the Met-
ropolitan Jr Baszeball League
(MJIBL) has quietly but efficient-
1y pone sbout their business of
introducing youngsters to the
game of baseball, which many
feel iz a forgotten eport among
African-American youth around
the: comtry, But not Willism For-
rester Jr, who has continued the
work of hie dad, William For-
rester Sr, who founded the
MJLE in 1966 in Richmond, Va_

Mookie Wilson chatting up a
young baseball hopeful at his
clinic

“hr respurces are extremealy
limited,” eaid Forrester, as he and
his staff of volunteers around the
country in 17 states are relent-
lessly working to raise funds A
call to Mookie Wilson, who spent
1% years in Major League Bage-
ball, eight with the NY Mets,
resulted in the creation of the
Mookie Wilson Basehall Clinics
around the country.

Mookie, the firet African-
American to earn a haseball
scholarship to the University of
South Caraling in Calumbia, was
in New York last weel: where he
put on a clinic st Annumeiation
Field, 134th Btreet and Amster-
dam Avenue, in West Harlem.
“African-Americans have been a
part of baseball history gince its
beginning, We cannot deny that,”
eaid Wilson as he aat down to
Tunch at a west gide restaurant in
Manhattan,

Myoalkie wants to be g part of
MJILE helping to get young kids
on the diamonds of inner-cities
arcund the eountry. He was the
m:mmmmaw

issue of Black youth and base-
ball. “Theugh our focns is on
African-Americans, we have
many  non-African-American
youngsters participating in our
crganization around the coun-
try” gaid Forrester Jr

With planning underway for
the annual Inmer City Clagsic,
featuring the Black Warld Clas-
sic, Mookie said this is a mapor
towrnament for youth, “Young
pleyers from around the eountry
will play and well be doing clinice
throughout the duration of the
games,” said Mookie. The Inner
City Classic will be held in
Greenshoro, N.C., and hoatad by
Morth Caroling A&T, Morth Car-
olina Central and Shaw universi-
ties, Tearne will come from all of
MJBLE 17 states and over 40
cities in thoee states, ingluding

Mookie Wilson demonstrating to a large youth group at the Mookie Wilson MILB Clinic, which
was held at Annunciation Field In West Harlem [Burado Brocks RALE photos]

Mookie (left) hanging out after the clinic with his guys



